Executive Summary

Detention Report for Youth Remands for the Period

January through March 2010
Chapter 83 of the Laws of 2002 added a new subdivision 9 to section 530 of the Executive Law requiring each county administering agency to report information on youth remanded to detention for a period equal to or greater than 45 days, pursuant to Articles 3 and 7 of the Family Court Act.  OCFS is required to compile this information on a quarterly basis and report it to the Governor and Legislature.  This report details, by county, the number of children in the first quarter of 2010 who had been held in detention for 45 days or more in the past 12 months, the reason for the court’s initial determination to detain the youth, the legal status of the youth detained, and the reasons why the youth remained in detention.  

The Statewide Juvenile Detention Automated System, which to date has been implemented in all counties except New York City, has resulted in improvements in the timeliness and accuracy of the data on youth served in detention in those counties.  There remain some data, such as reasons for stays over 45 days, which have not been identified by all counties. In New York City, the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) identifies alleged juvenile delinquents in detention and tracks them on their internal system. Compatible files for the production of this report are not available from DJJ. Also note that detention data for PINS remanded to the NYC Administration for Children’s Services were not made available. Therefore these reports are limited to rest of state data.
Report Highlights (data excludes NYC)
· 1,216 youth were served in detention during the quarter ending March 31, 2010
· 51 counties reported having at least one youth served in detention this quarter

· Non-NYC detention care days this quarter are 20,332
· 274 (23%) of the youth served were in detention for a period equal to or greater than 45 days (50% Secure Detention and 50% Non-Secure Detention)
· The care days in this quarter equal to or greater than 45 days were 6,799 (33%)

· 46 counties had fewer than 5 youth in detention for a period equal to or greater than 45 days
· 29 counties reported placing youth in detention this quarter for periods equal to or greater than 45 days 

· Court issues continue to constitute the largest number of cited reasons for youth remaining in detention for a period equal to or greater than 45 days.  Processing delays, awaiting probation investigation/report, and Placement availability reasons, exploration of placement, numbers have continued to be up. (Reporting in this area was down from last quarter with only *9 of 29 counties reporting reasons for detention stay equal to or greater than 45 Days) 
* OCFS continues to work to improve the level of reporting by counties on reasons for detention

