Transmttal No: 93 LCM 40
Date: April 20, 1993

Division: Health & Long Term
Care

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: darification of Medical Assistance Procedures for
Individuals in Ofice of Mental Health Certified Fam |y Based
Treat nent Hones

ATTACHVENTS: None

BACKGROUND

92 LCM8 entitled "The New Provisions for Foster Care Placements Wthin the
Mental Hygi ene Systemas Defined by Chapter 697 of the Laws of 1991"
apprised you of the provisions of Chapter 398 of the Social Services Law
Specifically these changes provide the authority to reinburse wth foster
care funds the cost of placenment of children in the care of local districts
in a hone or facility operated or licensed by the Ofices of Mental Health
(OvH) and Mental Retardation and Devel opnental Disabilities (OVRDD) and the
Di visions of Substance Abuse Services and Alcohol and Al cohol Abuse
Servi ces, now known as Ofice of Alcoholismand Substance Abuse Services
(OASAS) .

As specified in the LCM the State Departnent of Social Services entered
into a Menorandum of Understanding (MOU) with OVH and OVRDD covering
pl acements in family-based care and certain congregate care facilities.

The Medi cal Assistance inplications of 92 LCM8 provided that cases for
these children be established by OWH (district 97) and OVRDD (district 98)
in conjunction with this Departnent which would ensure that local districts
be relieved of their share of the Medicaid costs.
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This nmenoranda is provided to give districts additional clarification
regarding Medical Assistance for individuals residing in OW certified
Fam |y Based Treatnent Honmes (FBT).

Case Conversion

To facilitate the novenent of Medical Assistance cases not yet converted
from local districts to OWH and this Departnent, the follow ng procedures
shoul d be foll owed:

Responsi bility for cases for children residing in OW certified Fam |y Based
Treatment (FBT) hones will be transferred in the foll owi ng nanner:

1. The OWH Special Projects Unit (SPU will obtain rosters of all residents
currently residing in FBT hones.

2. SPUw Il call the LDSS MA unit to request copies of relevant portions of
the Medi cai d case record.

0 LDSS shoul d send copies of the records requested to the SPU
0 Upon receipt of the records, the SPU in conjunction with this
Departnment, will conplete the application/deternination process and

then call the LDSS to request closure of the LDSS MA case.

0 LDSS should cl ose the case only upon contact by the SPU. SPU wi | |
then open the MA case in District 97.

New Cases

A new case is defined as an admssion to FBT with a Mdical Assistance
application date of 5/1/93 or later. Effective 5/1/93, OWH and this
Departnment will take over processing Medicaid for all new adm ssions. New
admi ssions will be processed as foll ows:

1. FBT staff will advise SPU of all new adm ssions to their FBT prograns.
2. The SPUw Il contact the LDSS and request closure of the LDSS MA case.
3. LDSS should close case pronptly.

4. SPU, in conjunction with this Departnent, will file application,
determine eligibility and open MA case in District 97.

NOTE: If requested, the LDSS should cooperate with the SPU to furnish
copi es of pertinent portions of the record in order to allow the opening of
MA as quickly as possible so that client's coverage is not unduly
i nterrupted.
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It should be noted that this nenp deals only with the OvH FBTP program As
the other OVH children's prograns referenced in the DSS/ OvH Menorandum of
Under st andi ng becone operational, additional LCMs wll be issued, if
necessary.

Questions concerning this LCM should be directed to Ei |l een Lonbardo at (518)
473- 5456, user | D 0ne330. Case specific FBT questions can be referred to
Don Bielak of the Ofice of Mental Health Special Projects Unit at (716)
473-3238.

Gregory M Kal adji an
Executive Deputy Conmi ssi oner



